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GOVERNOR FLETCHER APPOINTS LISA UNDERWOOD EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF KENTUCKY HORSE RACING AUTHORITY
Governor cites her experience, anticipates ‘smooth transition’

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Governor Emie Fletcher today appointed Lisa Underwood as
executive director of the Kentucky Horse Racing Authority (KHRA). Underwood, of
Lexington, succeeds Jim Gallagher, who directed the agency for two years.

Underwood has been serving as deputy commissioner of the Department of Public
Protection since June 2005 and as acting general counsel for the KHRA.

“The Racing Authority has made tremendous strides the past two years under Jim
Gallagher’s leadership,” said Governor Fletcher. “Lisa Underwood’s experience with the

_ching Authority will ensure a smooth transition and continued effort to grow our signature
ln usuy-”

As general counsel,. Underwood drafted new, comprehensive regulations for thoroughbred
drugs and the associated penalties for violations. She also drafted emergency regulations for
the new Breeders’ Incentive program for thoroughbreds and standardbreds.

“It has been a plea_mre to have worked as general counsel with the Racing Authority and
Jim .Gallagher,j’ said Underwood. “I appreciate Governor Fletcher's constant support for the
Racing Authority and look forward to continuing his goal of creating jobs and maintaining
our status as the horse capital of the world.”

Underwood eamned a bachelor’s degree from the University of the South and a law degree
from the Umvers;tg of Kentucky. Prior to joining state government, she was senior
corporate counsel for Mason & Hanger Corp., Lexington, and a partner for the firm of
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs LLP, g d craetme
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